Message from the CEO
With schools and colleges opening
again after the summer break, the IVI
team is back travelling far and wide
enabling access to a pair of spectacles
to underprivileged people across India.
Thanks to our donors, implementing
partners, and referral institutions, we are
scaling up this effort on a regular basis
across the country.

that a large number of professionals and
educators went to Manila to attend the
22nd APCO meeting. It wasn’t too long
back when IVI co-hosted the 2nd WCO
and 21st APCO meeting in Hyderabad in
2017.

provision of glasses, would enable several
tens of thousands of Indians to deal with
uncorrected refractive error and go about
their normal lives.

I am thankful to Essilor India for their
support in our educational initiatives
which has helped us to facilitate five
capacity building workshops, six research
grants, a national quiz and the Optometry
research rolling trophy. I also thank our
resource people, implementing partners
and participants for making all our efforts
worthwhile.

I welcome our new Trustees, Mr Jayanth
Bhuvaraghan, Mr J P Singh and Mr Vivek
Mendonsa, and thank them for assisting
India Vision Institute. I thank our retiring
Trustee Ms Lakshmi Shinde for being a
source of strength to both IVI and myself
since our inception. I am also delighted
that Dr G N Rao, who along with Late Prof I am also delighted to note that IVI is
Brien Holden initiated IVI, is continuing developing new partnerships with various
on our board as Trustee.
institutions and NGOs, and this along
with more support from donors as well as
The Indian Optometry profession is new innovative approaches in awareness
growing and it was a delight to note raising, education, vision screening and

- Vinod Daniel

Teachers Training Program at Mewat with EVF & SRF
On May 14 and 15, IVI organized a Teach- carry out preliminary vision screening in
ers Training Program in Nuh (Mewat), in schools.
association with the SRF Foundation, Riti
Eyecare Rewari and Essilor Vision Foun-

In addition to generating awareness
about the importance of vision screening,
the program will help identify refractive At the Department of Optometry and Vision
dation. The program has been designed errors early, and address issues through
Science, UNSW, Sydney
to help teachers in Haryana schools un- basic vision screening procedures.
with Dr Lisa Keay, Professor & Head of
derstand basic eyecare testing. The trainSchool and Dr Isabelle Jalbert, Associate
ing program was held at Government IVI acknowledges the support of Essilor
Professor & Deputy Head of School
Middle School, Sonkh, and Government
Vision Foundation in funding the
Senior Secondary School, Kanwarsika,
program.
Join IVI on Facebook
both in Nuh. In all, 53 teachers were
trained and given a basic screening kit to

IVI is an initiative of

IVI is a member of World Council of Optometry, Asia Pacific Council of Optometry and VISION 2020
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Bollywood Dance Night to
support IVI’s activities
Early in May, OzFunland (Sydney) held
a Bollywood Dance Night to support
IVI’s Eye See and I Learn initiative. From
the bhangra dance to biriyani, there
was something for everyone to enjoy.
The event had special attractions for

children, including themed Putt-Putt
golf. Bollywood dancing and a dazzling
fashion show formed part of the evening.
India Vision Institute thanks OzFunland
for its support to our Eye See & I learn
campaign, which aim to obliterate
uncorrected refractive error among
school children in India, especially
among the less privileged.

Workshop on Progressive Addition Lenses
at Moradabad
The fifth in series of one-day workshops which received accreditation from the
on Advancements in Progressive Addition Optometry Council of India.
Lenses (PALs) was held on 16 June at
CL Gupta Eye Institute, Moradabad.
Facilitated by Srikanth M, Faculty, L V

Prasad Eye Institute, Ankit Sakhuja and
Rajender Sharma from Essilor India Pvt
Ltd, Delhi, the workshop focused on
current trends, technologies and digital
advancements in PALs., It included a
hands-on session on troubleshooting,
role plays and product updates by Essilor.
Over 30 Optometry practitioners,
Opticians and Optometry students from
Uttar Pradesh attended the workshop,

Previous workshops were held at
Hyderabad, Navsari, Nagpur, and
Mangalore and were attended by over
120 participants, including practicing
Optometrists, Optometry educators,
Opticians, Optical Dispensers and final
year Optometry students.
IVI acknowledges the support of Essilor
India Pvt.Ltd. in funding the program.

Spectacles distribution at Dibrugarh

At a spectacles distribution event on 18
Watch ‘In conversation with Vinod
June at Borpothar Girls High School and
Daniel’ video series only on
Borpothar Boys High School Dighalagaon,
www.youtube.com/indiavisioninstitute
Dibrugarh, Assam, 40 glasses were
distributed as part of vision screenings
organized under IVI’s ‘Eye See I Learn’
initiative, and supported by Oil India Ltd.

IVI Vision Screening Team

Aditya Eyecare, Dibrugarh. With support
from Oil India Ltd, IVI plans to conduct
more school screenings in Dibrugarh and
Tinsukia, covering 4000 school children.

IVI acknowledges the support of Oil
India Ltd in funding the project.
The screenings were conducted in
association with Optsight Eye Care and

Volunteer for IVI

Ma Subramanian, former Chennai
Mayor & current Member of
Legislative Assembly

We are looking for volunteers
(optometrists/Optometry students)
who can support us in screening
underprivileged children and adults
in the community.
Email us at
ivi@indiavisioninstitute.org
Or Call us on
91-44-24515353
::2::

Subsrcibe to OPTDISTLIST,
our bimonthly newsdigest for the
latest in Optometry.
Email
info@indiavisioninstitute.org
for more details.

In Tamil Nadu’s Sivaganga district, 490 underprivileged children from Bharathiyar
high school at Suranam were screened
and 16 children were diagnosed with
refractive errors. Five children were provided free spectacles on the spot with Essilor ready-to-clip glasses. The remaining
11 children will be provided with glasses
soon.

Eye See & I Learn

Panchayat Union Primary School, Kandigai in Kanchipuram district. Children who
were diagnosed with refractive errors
were provided free spectacles on the
spot with Essilor ready-to-clip glasses.
IVI acknowledges the support of Our
Children’s Vision & Essilor Vision for Life
for providing free spectacles.
Around 200 underprivileged children
from St.James Higher Secondary School at
Suranam in Sivaganga district were vision
screened, and 19 children diagnosed
with refractive errors will receive free
spectacles from Vision spring.

Under the Vision Spring project, 740 unA vision screening program was carried derprivileged children from Government
out for 450 underprivileged children from High School, Kandigai in Kanchipuram dis-

Eye See & I Work
IVI screened the vision of 970
underprivileged daily wagers and weaving
community from villages of Chittor and
Puttur, Andhra Pradesh and distributed
451 free spectacles to those identified
with refractive error.

free spectacles after being diagnosed
with refractive errors.

trict were screened and 34 children who
were diagnosed with refractive errors will
receive spectacles shortly.
IVI acknowledges the support of
VisionSpring for providing free
spectacles.
Dot Glasses
In Perumbakkam and Vyasarpadi, 428 underprivileged people were screened and
of the 309 diagnosed with refractive errors, 51 of them were provided with dot
glasses (patented, one-size-fits-all eyeglass frames) on the spot. The remaining
258 individuals will receive glasses shortly from Essilor Vision Foundation.

As many as 40 underprivileged individuals were screened at the YRG care center
for Aids Research and Education center.
The 20 diagnosed with refractive errors
will receive spectacles soon.

IVI acknowledges the support of Dot
Glasses for providing the spectacles.

In Tamil Nadu at Sivaganga district, about
250 underprivileged daily wage earners from the villages of Aakkavayal and
Suranam were vision screened, and 130
individuals among them who were diagnosed with refractive errors, will receive
free spectacles.
As many as 1,500 underprivileged daily
wage earners from Ranipet, Madipakkam, Injambakkam, Mint, Korrukupet,
Villivakkam, Saidapet, Stanly Nagar, Ummanacherry, Medavakkam in Greater
Chennai, and Kanchipuram in Tamil Nadu
state were screened. A total of 1,019 of
diagnosed with refractive errors will receive spectacles.
Over 300 underprivileged Sri Lankan refugees from Pappanthangal, and Thavasi
in Cheyyar, Thiruvannamalai district were
vision screened and 129 of them received

Screening at Women Prison, Puzhal
One hundred nineteen women prison
inmates at Puzhal jail in Chennai were
vision screened on 27 June, and the 91
inmates diagnosed with refractive will receive free spectacles.

IVI undertook a vision screening for 211
underprivileged community workers from
the Slum Housing Board at Padapai. A total of 144 were diagnosed with refractive
errors and provided free spectacles.
IVI acknowledges the support of ‘Krupa
At Injambakkam, 113 free spectacles Foundation and MCDS’ for coordinating
were distributed to those diagnosed with the campaign and Essilor Vision foundarefractive error from the 172 underprivition for providing the spectacles.
leged daily wagers screened.
IVI also acknowledges Optometry
students of SRM Medical College
IVI acknowledges the support of Essilor
Hospital
and Research Centre, Potheri
Vision Foundation for providing free
in
volunteering
the vision screening
spectacles.
programs in Chennai.
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New Trustees at IVI

G N Rao
Founder, LV Prasad
Eye Institute

Jayanth Bhuvaraghan
Chief Mission Officer,
Essilor International

Vivek Mendonsa
Marketing Director,
Lawrence & Mayo

J P Singh
Founder,
Just Plain and Simple
Consulting

Three new Trustees have joined IVI’s Board. With Professor G N Rao, Founder of LV Prasad Eye Institute, continuing on the
Board, IVI will have four Trustees. The new Trustees are Jayanth Bhuvaraghan, Chief Mission Officer, Essilor International, Vivek
Mendonsa, Marketing Director, Lawrence & Mayo, and JP Singh, Founder, Just Plain and Simple Consulting. IVI welcomes them
to our Board. The Trustees joined in their first Board meeting on July 1.

What people say about IVI
“A large number of underprivileged students study in the corporation schools
here in Chennai. When I was Mayor of
Chennai, we collaborated with India
Vision Institute and conducted several screening programs in government
schools in Saidapet and nearby areas.
In Saidapet alone, over 6000 students
were screened and 600 spectacles were
given.” Mr Ma Subramanian, former Chen-

Current project supporters

To DONATE ONLINE
and for additional
information,please
visit
www.indiavisioninstitute.org
All donations shall
qualify for deductionsu/s 80 G of the
Income Tax Act 1961.
India Vision Institute
https://www.indiavisioninstitute.org

nai Mayor & Current Member of Legislative
Assembly

“MCDS is delighted, for more than one
reasons, to be associated with IVI in
vision screening programs for school
children and community. Their dedicated team and timely distribution of free
glasses are among the many aspects we
appreciate.” Bro. Mathew Alexander, Project Director, MCDS

“I was posted at IVI for my internship. I
went to several camps and along with
my friend, I found it to be a great experience. I have learned how to do quick refraction and vision checks on patients.”–
Ms Farzana (B.Optom), SRM intern
“I am very happy to have joined IVI following my graduation.
This will be a great opportunity for me to
work and serve underprivileged communities.” Ms Kumudha Thirunavukkarasu,

Donate Now

G.Vivekanandan (Chennai)
Ms.Susan Daniel (Los Angeles, USA)
V.S.Motors, Ranipet

IVI Vision Screening Programs
No of programs
Individuals screened
Spectacles distributed

Children
379
176,623
18,641

Program Officer, IVI

IVI’s Eye See & I Learn
initiative is a part of the global Our
Children’s Vision Campaign led by Brien
Holden Vision
Institute and Vision for Life
Foundation
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Community
176
55,550
16,270

Total
555
232,173
34,911

INDIA VISION INSTITUTE
Plot No 212, Palkalai Nagar, 7th Link Road,
Palavakkam, Chennai - 600041, Tamil Nadu,
India.
+91 - 44 - 24515353
For enquiries write to ivi@indiavisioninstitute.org or to know more visit
www.indiavisioninstitute.org
www.facebook.com/indiavisioninstitute
www.youtube.com/indiavisioninstitute
www.twitter.com/optometryindia

